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Latest Video Profile Located on the eastern side of the Caribbean Sea, the Yucatan
Peninsula forms the southernmost section of the Gulf of Mexico. With over 87% of the
peninsula occupied by the large, low-lying YucatÃ¡n jungle, the Yucatec Maya people

established settlements in the core lands of their kingdoms starting roughly 2600 BC. As
the Maya reached the peak of its civilization during the 8th and 9th centuries AD, the

arrival of the Spanish brought a violent invasion and displacement that further
contributed to the decline of the Maya. From the Maya's emergence as the dominant

culture and power in the Gulf of Mexico, to their eventual conquest by the Spanish, the
area between the Gulf of Mexico, and the Pacific Ocean was controlled by a series of

Maya kingdoms and empires. Today, remnants of the original towns and plazas are
preserved on the numerous pyramids and other ruins throughout the Yucatan Peninsula.
The capital cities of Palenque, ChichÃ³n ItzÃ¡ and Uxmal are some of the largest and
most populated communities. A decreasing population in the Yucatan states in recent

years and even more in some rural areas has altered the face of the Yucatan Peninsula in
the past few decades. Among the institutions found in the Yucatan are the national

university, the Yucatan University, located in MÃ©xico City, the Palenque
Archaeological Project in the pyramids, the Centro de Investigaciones de ChichÃ³n

ItzÃ¡, the International Port of Progreso YucatÃ¡n, and El Palacio, the royal palace of
the Maya in San Gervasio, MÃ©xico. The YucatÃ¡n Peninsula (and surrounding areas)
are also home to the SalobreÃ±a Maya language and the Maxcanú Maya language. The

Maya civilization has been interpreted as the starting point for the concept of civilization
as a whole in modern times. Many of the concepts that would eventually form the basis
of the modern world were refined by the Maya before they were introduced to Spanish
settlers, such as the idea that one can exploit or conquer one's environment in order to
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